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Energy Efficiency Resource Standard 
 
In 2008 the Energy Efficiency Resource Standard (EERS) became law. The law requires 
electric utilities to reduce their electric use, saving customers money and reducing overall 
consumption by 22.5% by 2025. To date, all four investor-owned utilities (FirstEnergy, 
American Electric Power, Duke Energy and Dayton Power and Light) have exceeded their 
annual benchmark requirements. 
 
The EERS will save Ohio residents and businesses over $3 billion dollars, will create over 
32,000 jobs, reduces harmful emissions and gives Ohio a competitive advantage. 
 
Saving Energy: 

• Under the law, energy efficiency programs must save customers more money than 
they cost. Utilities must demonstrate to the PUCO that every dollar spent on 
efficiency programs will produce more than a dollar in benefits to customers 

• For every dollar invested in these programs so far, Ohioans have already saved 
three dollars.   

• From 2009-2014, AEP projects to save their customers $1.483 billion and 
FirstEnergy $720 million. 
 

Creating Jobs: 

• Ohio is home to a robust energy efficiency industry with almost 10,000 Ohioans 
employed and over 400 businesses 

• The EERS alone has created more than 4,000 new jobs in Ohio 

• By 2025, the EERS will create 32,300 jobs in Ohio 

• Energy efficiency investments create jobs- from jobs insulating homes, retrofitting 
businesses and schools to high-tech engineering of innovative new products 

• Energy efficiency is helping Ohio manufacturers, small businesses, schools, hospitals 
and governments lower costs so they can be more competitive and create and 
retain jobs 

 
Keeping Ohio Competitive: 

• Surrounding states like Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Pennsylvania and 
Wisconsin have aggressive energy efficiency standards, lowering electric bills and 
rates for their residents and businesses, creating a robust energy jobs market 

• The EERS provides a hedge against volatile energy prices and changes in federal 
Clean Air Act regulations 

• The EERS helps ensure Ohio’s natural gas resources are used efficiently, such as 
creating incentives for Combined Heat and Power system—reducing costs for 
manufacturers, and creating jobs through retrofits and construction 


